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We are pleased to announce the dates of the final exhibition of “YICCA 2025” that will be 
held from 7 to 21 June 2025 in Venice, in the new space of the IMAGOARS association, 
Cannaregio 883 - Venice - Italy.

Opening: Saturday 7 June 2025, h5:30 pm 

The exhibition presents the works of 18 finalist artists: Ana Filipović Utovac - Croatia, 
Carlo Martini - Italy, Erika Godino - Italy, Hiroshi Wada - Japan, Jinyuan Zhang - China, 
Kasia Davies - Poland, Kohei Kimura - Japan, Krzysztof Gostkowski - Italy, Lee Niu - 
China, Lourdes Cordeiro - United States of America, Lulu Sherman - United States of 
America, Mathieu Gorelli - Italy, Mirco Ciccola - Italy, Natalia Titova - Serbia, Norah 
Borden - Canada, Patricia Howard - United States of America, qargo art - France, 
Stephen Johnston - Ireland. 

Jurors
Giorgio Drasler
Margherita Jedrzejewska

Curators
Massimo Toffolo
Margherita Jedrzejewska

The exhibited works.

Ana Filipović Utovac glorifies the daily dialogue between inside and outside, between 
melancholy and hope. In her painting “Me passenger” she brings us a romantic story, a 
sad but touching view of the world, which we often look at but do not really “see”.
Similarly, but with a more realistic approach, the Italian artist Carlo Martini reminds us 
how important human absence can be to appreciate its passage. A canvas full of details, 
best rendered by the artist’s own style. An invitation to stop and observe the time of 
things.
Erika Godino’s installation, composed of monotype prints mounted on wooden discs, 
are displayed on the wall next to each other but without actually joining. Thanks to 
the circular shape of the elements, they cannot join completely, remaining as if were 
suspended individually in their cathartic meaning of aesthetics and visions specific to the 
artist and her moments of graphic ecstasy.

Hiroshi Wada is a skilled Japanese artist and calligrapher. In his search for form, she 
pushes himself to consider not only the graphic form, but also the material form. In his 
work “Blink_02” he exalts the moment in which the work could lose its material sense. 
The artist, in the meditative and spiritual process that distinguishes oriental culture, 
stops the disintegration in the moment of maximum aesthetics of the matter, uniting the 
sign with the dimensions.
Jinyuan Zhang’s painting, “Have you figured out what to do?” masterfully renders, 
thanks to the pictorial style that distinguishes all his works, the undefined scenes 
and the disconcerting moments. The doubts and questions that the artist probably 
encounters in his daily life are perfectly reflected in his paintings. An aura of mystery 
makes the scenes suspended and hidden from understanding what has just happened or 
what will happen as soon as the viewer looks away from the canvas.



“Gossip Girls” are the girls that Polish painter Kasia Davies loves to paint. The grace 
of the female bodies, the Mediterranean colors and a confident air make Kasia’s girls 
a perfect subject. The canvas is composed in a balanced way and the colours, divided 
and well spread, make the final result intriguing and quite pop. A light vintage touch 
completes the composition.

The artist Kohei Kimura has created a small electro-mechanical installation, taking 
inspiration from the nature of water. The main element of life, very often relegated to 
an absent or at least obvious spirituality, is exalted in this installation. The movements 
of water, its transformations, its flow, is combined with a hydraulic system in order to 
create a small bell that rings at each refill. The poetics of Japanese fountains in which 
the water moves and makes pieces of bamboo ring, is recreated and re-presented in a 
contemporary key.

Krzysztof Gostkowski has created an ironic, but quite current installation, comparing 
the famous Google search engine to the medicine of our times. If on the one hand a 
blister pack of pills measuring 1.70 meters gives a good idea of ​​the hypochondria of 
our society, it is on the disturbing aspect of the new mania of self-diagnosis that the 
artist plays with the viewer, inserting pills that form the word Google inside the blister. 
Whether it is the best medicine or the worst of poisons, unfortunately we will discover it 
on ourselves.
“Folsom landscape Series” is the title of the canvas that the Chinese artist Lee Niu 
created taking inspiration from the Californian landscapes of Folsom, made famous for 
its celebrated prison. A bare and at first glance lifeless landscape. Stained by blood and 
illuminated by a sky without blue. In reality the artist adds hope and spreads life in the 
form of newly opened flowers to indicate that even the past must bend to the course of 
nature that cleanses and renews everything.

Lourdes Cordeiro, an American painter, gives us a delicate and at the same time 
powerful portrait. In her work “Girl Unfinished”, a 10-year-old girl is portrayed, in which 
we can see the mature features of the woman she will perhaps become. An intense and 
precise portrait that leaves room for the unfinished, for the becoming, for those features 
and looks that we would like to note already but that are still suspended in adolescence.
A brilliant proof of style and manner is offered by Lulu Sherman. In her charcoal drawing 
entitled “Purpose”, the artist focuses on the organic nature of the subject, on the 
complexity of the details and on the depth of the focal lens. Thus a moment of purity is 
born, to be stopped and brought back to paper. A poetic tribute to the body and manual 
labor.
The Italian artist Mathieu Gorelli dedicates his work “Ossequio” to the South African 
artist Jono Dry, the source of his artistic inspiration. Thus was born a graphite drawing 
that embodies the suggestions and sensibilities that the artist found in his artistic 
research. Freely inspired by a work by Dry, it was the starting point in his personal 
aesthetic journey.

Mirco Ciccola is a self-taught sculptor. His attendance at art school, in the “metal art” 
section, has influenced his manual skills and artistic competence. His sculpture “Sei mia” 
is proof of this. Using different materials, such as terracotta, bronze and oxidized iron, 
he gave life to the face of his subject. From a tribal or perhaps regal appearance, the 
subject and the features of his face are deliberately ruined, making the true nature of 
the subject mysterious and fascinating.
The Serbian graphic artist Natalia Titova presents us with her digital collage entitled 
“Dream”. The subject of the work places the emphasis on great writers and literature in 
general, posing the question of the validity of their ability or otherwise to provide us with 
answers to our existential doubts.



“Not a pipe” is a wall sculpture by Canadian artist Norah Borden. A complex and 
profound work but excellently presented in its form and materiality. Starting from the 
famous work by Magritte in which the phrase “Ceci n’est pas une pipe” has caused much 
talk and writing, the artist translates the concept through Artificial Intelligence and 
brings the same phrase back to contemporaneity. Is what AI provides really true? How 
far can we believe it and how can an algorithm compete with the truth of matter?

Patricia Howard, an American painter, seems to be obsessed with the relationship 
between technology and its digital developments and the human essence. Transported 
by her muse, her teenage niece, she masterfully paints surreal and cinematic settings, in 
which her pictorial hyperrealism is well suited to the transposition of deep emotions on 
canvas under “Hollywood” lights and spotlights.

“qargo” is a French contemporary artist whose singular practice merges physical 
construction and digital language. Deeply influenced by Japanese aesthetics, retro 
video game culture and modular systems, he uses exclusively LEGO® bricks to create 
powerful sculptural mosaics that explore memory, identity and transmission in the 
digital age. His work “The Architect of the Invisible” is his homage to Masahiro Hara, the 
Japanese engineer who, in 1994, invented the QR code.

Closing the list of works on display is “Horizon”, the hyper-realistic execution of Irish 
artist Stephen Johnston. In his wonderful pencil drawing he captures the observer, 
accentuating the emotional weight of the scene. A bird becomes character and symbol, 
poised between immobility and flight, life and absence. No spectacle here, just a 
whisper.

Massimo Toffolo
Main curator - YICCA



Artists

Ana Filipović Utovac - Croatia
Carlo Martini - Italy
Erika Godino - Italy
Hiroshi Wada - Japan
Jinyuan Zhang - China
Kasia Davies - Poland
Kohei Kimura - Japan
Krzysztof Gostkowski - Italy
Lee Niu - China
Lourdes Cordeiro - United States of America
Lulu Sherman - United States of America
Mathieu Gorelli - Italy
Mirco Ciccola - Italy
Natalia Titova - Serbia
Norah Borden - Canada
Patricia Howard - United States of America
qargo art - France
Stephen Johnston - Ireland



Ana Filipović Utovac
Croatia

Me passenger
Acrylic painting
260x80 cm
2023



Carlo Martini
Italy

Abandoned living room 
Mixed media background and acrylic on canvas
100×100 cm
2024



Erika Godino
Italy

Catarsi
Monotype print, graphite, gumprint, Hahnemühle paper, wood
Variable dimensions - 70x170x4 cm - Each piece 20x20x4 cm
2021



Hiroshi Wada
Japan

BLINK_02
Ink (Japanese calligraphy) on paper
105x105cm / 41x41inch
2025



Jinyuan Zhang
China

Have you figured out what to do? (2)
Oil on canvas
100x70 cm
2024



Kasia Davies
Poland

Gossip girls in retreat
Acrylic on canvas
100x140 cm
2025



Kohei Kimura
Japan

Bell of Waterfall
Aluminium, brass, acrylic, ABS
43x30x40 cm 
2024



Krzysztof 
Gostkowski
Italy

Dottore
Plywood base, grooved and covered with aluminum foil, sealed with varnish 
- 18 mm plywood rear structure
- Transparent thermoformed plastic encasing the blister 
- Ceramic plaster pills, hand-painted and lacquered
- Letters painted with acrylic paint - Entire piece sealed with varnish
67×170×8 cm
2025



Lee Niu
China

Folsom landscape Series
Acrylic painting on linen canvas
120x120 cm
2023



Lourdes Cordeiro
United States of America

Girl Unfinished 
Oil on canvas
18x24 inch.
2024



Lulu Sherman
United States of America

Purpose
Charcoal on paper
46x60 cm
2024



Mathieu Gorelli
Italy

Ossequio
Graphite on paper
65x50 cm
2023



Mirco Ciccola
Italy

Sei mia
Terracotta head, beeswax patina and Judean bitumen and bronze elements, oxidized 
iron base
Approx. 48x20x26 cm
2023



Natalia Titova
Serbia

Dream
Collage, Digital art
48x24 cm
2025



Norah Borden
Canada

Not a Pipe
Sculpted Acrylic on Concrete
53.3x50.8x19.05 cm
2023



Patricia Howard
United States of America

Space girl
Oil on canvas
100x76 cm
2024



qargo
France

The Architect of the Invisible – A tribute to Masahiro Hara
LEGO® sculpture (approx. 90,000 bricks)
93×93 cm – 48.1 kg
2024



Stephen Johnston
Ireland

Horizon 
Graphite on Paper  
30x40 cm
2024
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